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Interior Design and Features

Quality Interior Transcends Segment Standards

· Harmonious, flowing interior with 'dual cockpit' look

· State-of-the-art fit and finish
· Integrated center stack

· Class-leading rear passenger space

· Exceptional storage and functionality
The interior design of the Cruze reflects the upscale looks and quality of its exterior.
Conveying a sporty yet warm ambience, the cabin is typified by harmonious, flowing lines and the application of grained, soft-touch materials. It is a high quality execution that transcends the compact value segment.

The spacious interior can comfortably accommodate five adults. Careful design has ensured that rear passengers will enjoy class-leading leg, head and shoulder room, despite the Cruze's signature sloping roof-line.

While delivering the key attributes of comfort, functionality and spaciousness, Cruze's interior designers and engineers paid close attention to creating a cockpit environment that is welcoming. "We wanted to convey a feeling that was upscale and sporty, yet relaxing in character," says Sangtak Choi, Interior Design Director.

Underpinning the high level of refinement is the flush fit of interrelated elements and exceptionally tight gap tolerances. In the center stack, for example, the gaps between components are less than 1 mm, a standard of finish comparable to any interior in the industry. Instrument panel-to door gaps are also less than 5 mm, again among the best in the industry.

'Twin Cockpit' decor theme
The core interior design theme is a modern expression of a traditional Chevy styling cue – the signature 'twin cockpit' layout of the Corvette, a motif designed to bringing driver and passenger closer to a 'shared' experience.
For Cruze, this approach now translates into an innovative choice of colored fabric or grained vinyl panels each side of the main fascia, with matching inserts in the seats and door trims. In this way, the front fascia also becomes more integrated, extending the look and feel of the rest of the interior. 
"You could say this is our 'wow' factor," says Choi. "We have moved away from false wood and metallic film finishes. The choice of a fabric or grained insert gives the cockpit a more natural, youthful feel. It's very different from anything else on the market."
A refined, low gloss look, with a grained, soft touch finish, is given to the front fascia surfaces above and below the 'twin cockpit inserts, as well as all the upper door moldings.
The overall result is an upscale interior with clean, interrelating surfaces supplemented by quality fabrics and materials. It is expressive of craftsmanship, without being ostentatious or unnecessarily fussy. "We wanted to bring a new level 'coolness' to the segment," adds Choi. "The interior conveys poise and confidence in a slightly understated way that still won't go unnoticed."
Integrated center stack

The center point for the 'dual cockpit' symmetry is a neatly integrated center stack, housing the infotainment and air conditioning displays and controls. It is mounted at a shallow angle and has a flowing, free form which eliminates straight lines and the traditional 'picture framing' of panels.
The upper portion of the stack is sculpted into the main fascia and provides infotainment displays. Under this, the panel for infotainment and HVAC controls is presented in either a matt or high gloss piano black finish, depending on trim level.

In up-level specifications, a consistent 'U'-shaped accent trim, in matt silver or molded-in film, helps to visually balance the interior. This is applied across the upper portion of the center stack, including the center air vents, and to the sides and lower portion around the gear shift, as well as the lower part of the steering wheel spokes.

Main instrument cluster and steering wheel

Three-dimensional math modeling was used in the design of the main instrument cluster. The hooded speedometer and tachometer analogue dials, with subsidiary fuel/temperature gauges, are backlit by LED for clear, crisp illumination in white and ice blue. An optional, seven line driver information display, with amber or ice blue text, is also located between the main dials.

Attention to detail is evident in the way a faint blue glow is emitted at night from the sides of the cluster to provide a warming ambient light.

The three-spoke steering wheel has a thick rim for enhanced grip and feel and is leather-trimmed in up-level specifications. Tilt and height adjustment is standard in LS and LT specification. Buttons on the center spokes for the remote operation of the audio system are also standard with LS, and additionally with cruise control for LT specification.

Seats and upholstery
In line with the rest of the interior, seating comfort and appearance is expected to be among the best in class.
Compared to the seats of its predecessor, the main improvements for Cruze are the use of a wire mesh construction to distribute weight more evenly, a firmer foam filling and deeper bolstering for the cushions and seat-backs, front and rear.
Seat upholstery is either fabric or leather. The base woven seats are covered in a heavier fabric than previously used. It has a matt sheen finish with an 'interlink' pattern. LS and LT variants feature a knit (mesh) weave on a color backing to give a two-dimensional appearance. For all variants, the front and rear seat inserts are color-matched to the choice of front fascia inserts.

The seats are finished with French seam stitching that has been benchmarked against the best offerings in the world. The result is not only a detailed, high-end upholstered appearance, but also excellent durability that eliminates the possibility of a 'stretched-seam' appearance over time.

Four-way adjustable (up/down and fore/aft) front seats, with two-way adjustable headrests are fitted as standard. The range of fore/aft adjustment for the seats has been extended by approximately 50 mm, giving the longest travel in the value compact segment. Three headrests are also fitted to the rear seat-back.

Heated leather seats, with three levels of warmth adjustment for the front occupants, are an option for LT variants. The seats feature a heavier, grained hide for the inserts and a smoother grain for the bolsters.
Upscale quality is also reflected in the headlining of the Cruze's cabin. Unlike traditional felt applications, a woven material has been selected that is more commonly found on higher-end luxury vehicles. It is tactile, eliminates 'furring' and provides a clean, taut surface.
Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC)

Manually-controlled air conditioning is optional for base and LS variants. Dual-zone automatic climate control is standard with LT specification, including air recirculation and a moisture sensor. The system maintains a constant, programmed temperature by switching seamlessly between heating and air conditioning modes. A sensor monitors the ambient temperature in the cabin and an electronic controller adjusts the system's operation to maintain the desired climatic condition.

A variable expansion valve is an enhancement which replaces a fixed orifice tube, allowing the expansion rate of the refrigerant gas to vary so it can adjust to load changes. The valve adjusts for operating conditions so temperature levels can be maintained more precisely, an important benefit for occupant comfort. It also maximizes the cooling process, allowing the air conditioning system to function at an efficient level, even in stop/go traffic conditions or at idle.

In designing the HVAC system, computational fluid dynamic calculations were used to ensure air velocity can be optimized, while keeping operational noise to a minimum. This included optimizing air vent sizes – larger vents need less velocity – and ensuring air flows are precisely balanced among the outlets.

A pollutant and odor filtration system is standard throughout the range. Filters within the HVAC system clean the air entering the passenger cabin, reducing particulates associated with asthma, shortness of breath, or bronchitis, for example. A heated rear screen is also standard fit across the range.

Infotainment

An AM/FM/CD system, with a single disc operation and an MP3 playback facility, is fitted as standard for base and LS variants. It includes radio digital signaling (RDS), a two-color graphic text display and a digital clock In base specification, the four channel amplifier plays through two front door-mounted, 6.5-inch speakers and two 0.75-inch tweeters in the A‑pillars. LS and LT systems add two rear door-mounted speakers. The LT system also adds an in-dash, six-CD auto-changer and a USB socket for an iPod in the center console.
The DVD-based Navigation system is offered in all specifications and includes a 7-inch color display, a segment 'first' for Chevrolet.
Storage and Convenience

Conceived as a family car, Cruze offers a plentiful array of onboard storage and convenience facilities. The main features are:

· A large center console incorporating CD storage, an adjustable dual cup-holder and an auxiliary power outlet. An armrest is added for LS and LT specification, the latter also including the USB input for an MP3 player or iPod.

· A 62 mm deep recess above the center stack for oddment storage (covered in LS and LT variants)

· Door pockets large enough to hold a 1.5-liter bottle (front) or 500 ml bottle (rear)

· A large two-tier glovebox with illumination
· A small driver's side storage compartment and overhead glasses holder

· Seat-back pockets large enough to carry books, road atlases or slim laptops 
· 60/40 split fold rear seat-backs with dual cup-holders in the center armrest

· Convenience hooks in the rear and the trunk

· Interior lighting with delayed entry/exit and theater dimming. Rear courtesy lights, front footwell and front map reading lights

· Power door locks and electrically-operated windows with an express-down function.

· Retained accessory power, enabling operation of the windows, audio or sunroof for 10 minutes after the ignition is switched off
· A generous, 450-liter illuminated trunk, 10% larger than that of its predecessor
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