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Testing and Development

Tested and Tuned on European Roads

From the frozen wastes of northern Sweden to the baking plains of southern Spain, Cruze has crossed some of the most challenging roads in Europe on its way to Chevy dealer showrooms.

This all-new compact sedan is the first product carrying the gold bowtie to have a chassis extensively developed and tested on European roads. The many varied driving and road conditions to be found across Europe ask all the right questions. For driving pleasure on twists and turns, taut handling characteristics provide part of the answer, but for everyday usability there should be little or no sacrifice in ride comfort. Europe was the ideal place for Chevrolet test drivers to find the right balance between the two characteristics.

Cruze has covered more than 1,200,000 km in testing. This includes lappery around the Nurburgring's Nordschleife circuit and a total of three months durability running near Arjeplog in Lapland and Granada in southern Spain. Most important, the driving team was able to tune Cruze to the many different road surfaces and conditions – from asphalt to concrete and potholed to marble smooth – to be found between these locations.

While computer simulations can predict most of the car's dynamic and acoustic characteristics, there is still no substitute for getting real world experience from extensive test driving. It's all about getting the right 'feel', in the steering, the brakes, the way the car reacts and what the driver and passengers will experience.
For example, Cruze's chassis introduces features, such as hydraulic suspension bushings and an 'isolated' mounting for the front sub-frame, commonly seen in more expensive products. These additions improve ride refinement and the test team focused on optimizing the gains felt from inside the cabin.

Backed by the benefits of testing on European roads, Chevrolet is confident  Cruze customers excited by its looks will not be disappointed by their experience behind the wheel. "Cruze is the first Chevrolet to be extensively tested and validated on roads this side of the Atlantic," says Peter Mertens, GM Global Vehicle Line Executive for compact cars, based in Rüsselsheim, Germany. "The engineering process drew on GM expertise around the world and having a final testing program in Europe was really the icing on the cake."
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