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Production

The Aveo is the first modern Chevrolet "made in Europe"

· Sedans and hatchbacks are manufactured in Warsaw, Poland

· In 2009, Aveo production capacity at this plant will increase to 100,000 units
· Quality products from Poland are exported to Western Europe

Wroclaw. In 2008, approximately 60,000 Aveos will roll off the assembly line at the FSO plant (Fabryka Samochodów Osobowych) in Warsaw, Poland. By 2009, production is expected to increase to about 100,000 units. On November 6, 2007, an Aveo sedan, the first Chevrolet made in the European Union, came off the assembly line. Starting in summer 2008, hatchback models will also be manufactured there, in addition to the sedan.
"We are proud to build Chevrolet models in the European Union for European customers," emphasizes Wayne Brannon, Executive Director of Chevrolet Europe. "Production of the Aveo in Poland increases Chevrolet’s global build capacity and allows us to satisfy growing regional demand as well as shorten delivery times and distances."

The Warsaw FSO facility builds the Chevrolet Aveo in close cooperation with GM. The Aveo is manufactured based on the GM Global Manufacturing System, which is distinguished by the highest quality in every process, continuous improvement, employee involvement, and an elevated degree of standardization. In addition to all this, GM has strict quality control requirements. 

In Ukraine, where Chevrolet has a market share above eight percent, UkrAVTO is already producing and marketing the cars of the brand with the bowtie logo. In 2007, approximately 120,000 vehicles were built in that country in Illichivsk near Odessa. Together, GM and UkrAVTO ensure that the highest quality demands are met here, applying the GM Global Manufacturing System (GM-GMS). "Our long-standing association with UkrAVTO and General Motors' own successful history in the manufacturing of vehicles in Poland give us the confidence we need to take this important step," explains Eric Stevens, GM Europe Vice President, Manufacturing. "Since 1998, GM has been manufacturing Opel cars in Gliwice, Southern Poland, where our experience has been extremely positive. We are confident that the workers in Warsaw will also produce top-quality automobiles."

The Chevrolet plant in Warsaw is part of GM's manufacturing strategy to significantly expand its production capacity in Central and Eastern Europe in order to meet the strong demand of the booming markets in the region. Stevens adds: "We are using the same recipe here that has lead General Motors to the pinnacle of global success in the past 100 years – to build our products in the markets where they are sold. This not only has logistical advantages but also strengthens our roots in the local markets and makes us a local player."
The most recent example is the joint venture between GM and UZAvtoSanoat that was established in Uzbekistan on March 20, 2008. In the medium term, 250,000 Chevrolets are expected to be built annually in Asaka, 350 km east of the capital city, Tashkent. Already today, Captivas, Epicas and Tacumas are assembled in the factory. The Lacetti is the next model scheduled to go into production there.

By the end of 2008, a new GM plant with a capacity of 70,000 units will start production in St. Petersburg, Russia. The Chevrolet Captiva will be built there. The new factory will supplement the production facilities of GM-Avtovaz in Togliatti and of GM partner Avtotor in Kaliningrad.

In Kazakhstan, AziaAvto, a GM partner company in Ust-Kamenogorsk, has been building Chevrolet passenger cars since June 2007. In 2008, approximately 4,000 Chevrolet Captivas, Epicas und Lacettis are expected to be assembled there.
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