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Spotlight
Chevrolet in Poland: a long and varied history
· Chevrolet models first assembled in 1928

Wroclaw.  By starting production of the Aveo in Warsaw, Chevrolet has re-established a link to its successful pre-war history in Poland. By 1920, shortly after the founding of the modern state of Poland, Chevrolet models were already making their way into the country, where a sales and service network was established by 1927. 
The first assembly plant was opened in the autumn of 1928 at 103 Wolska Street in Warsaw. Manufacturing continued for three years until the plant had to be closed down in 1931 due to the world economic crisis. During this time, between 6,000 and 8,000 vehicles, both passenger cars and light commercial vehicles, were produced. Thanks to its intensive advertising and excellent quality, Chevrolet made a name for itself in Poland during this time; the word "Chevrolet" was even used as a synonym for good quality itself.
This made it easier for Chevrolet to decide to reintroduce a production plant in 1936. The Polish government had decided to favor such investments in order to motorize the country at a faster pace. General Motors signed an agreement with Lilpop Rau & Loewenstein S.A. and production started in Wola, a suburb of Warsaw, in 1937. The Polish workers were trained in the General Motors International A/S plant in Copenhagen, Denmark. The Chevrolet product line-up for the plant in Wola included the Master Sedan, Master De Luxe, Master Touring Sedan and the Imperial Limousine. In addition, Chevrolet trucks and buses, as well as Opel vehicles were manufactured there. Production ended when war broke out in the autumn of 1939. 
Immediately after the war, the Polish government bought a considerable number of Chevrolet Fleetmasters and Stylemasters that continued to dot the landscape, especially in the capital city, until the late fifties. After 1956, only individual Chevrolets entered Poland, either privately imported, or as gifts from Poles living outside the country.
After the revolution of 1989, the Polish government wanted to privatize state-run manufacturer FSO and looked for a suitable partner among international automobile companies. Thus, cooperation with General Motors was rekindled in 1994 with a project to assemble the Opel Astra in the Warsaw district of Żerań. Nonetheless, FSO was transferred to the South Korean Daewoo Motors Ltd. the next year and the company was renamed Daewoo-FSO.
From 1995, the Korean manufacturer assembled the Daewoo Nexia and Espero models, based on the Opel Kadett E and Ascona C models, in the FSO plant that it had taken over in Warsaw. Assembly and eventually complete production of the Daewoo Lanos began in 1997. This was followed by the Daewoo Matiz in 1999. Other Daewoo models were also assembled during this time. 
In the mid-nineties, GM decided to build its own production facility in Gliwice. Previously, the Astra had been built on a production line at FSO, which continued to be used for a brief time to assemble the Opel Vectra for the Polish market, before it was discontinued for good. This terminated the partnership between FSO and GM for a while.
In 2002, General Motors, together with other partners, took over parts of the collapsed Daewoo Motors Group, although not the plant in Warsaw. Today, GM DAT in Korea is the main supplier to Chevrolet Europe. Since 2005, the brand with the bowtie logo has been present in the European market, and thus in Poland. Last year, 5,200 Chevrolets were sold – an increase of 19.7 percent over the previous year.
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